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Recently, I received a booklet from
Renovare called A Different Way by Christopher Hall. Below he describes this spiritual
experience:
Here's what happened. I was slowly
reading through the psalm - it's relatively short
- and I came to a line that spoke about delight. "Blessed is the one...whose delight is in
the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his
law day and night. That person is like a tree
planted by streams of water, which yields its
fruit in season and whose leaf does not witherwhatever they do prospers" (Psalm 1:1-3).
I stopped reading, closed my eyes, and
distinctly saw a tree planted by streams of water. The scene was disturbing. Dark waters
streamed past, filled with garbage and sewage.
Overhanging these contaminated waters, I saw a black, dead tree. It hung from a
cliff over the river; its roots had pierced the
extension of the cliff, with some now hanging
mid-air and a few reaching the poisoned river. All was decay and lifelessness. "Oh Lord,
do I have to see this?" I asked. "Is there no
hope for this tree, this river, and me?"
The river - dark, dank, and poisonous flowed downhill. At its headwaters, though, I
noticed the river's color was changing. It
glowed. Yes, polluted water continued to flow
by the dead tree, but golden, pure water was
drawing ever nearer. Can you see it?
Finally, the remnants of the contaminated, dark water flowed by. Then, within seconds, all was light. Golden water flowed swiftly by, overflowing the decayed roots of my
black dead tree. The root system began to
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glow. First, just a root or two. Then the entire
root system lit up like Christmas lights. Light
radiated from the roots into the base of the tree
and traveled higher. Finally, the highest
branches of the tree glowed with golden, pure
light.
There, on a cliff overlooking the resplendent river, stood a golden, glowing
tree. It beamed and sparkled. I opened my
eyes and read Psalm 1 again. "Blessed is the
one...whose delight is in the law of the
Lord...That person is like a tree planted by
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season."
What we focus on, what we meditate on
has consequences. Chris Hall used to meditate
on war stories and violent movies. He loved
horror films. Then, as he came to faith in
Jesus, he began to feed on God and His
Word. This vision that he had reveals what
was happening in his life. As he left the violence and horror behind, his life became filled
with "life." Yes, what we focus on bears consequences; it bears fruit.
As we begin the new year, let’s be careful what we feed on. What we feed on comes
out. If we delight in the Lord and his Word,
life will emerge.
As that tree experienced a spiritual
awakening, so may we as individuals and as a
congregation. May we glow with the beauty
and wonder of God!
Pastor John

January Spiritual Exercise:
Pray this prayer daily, if not hourly:
“Father, renew my thoughts, my words, and my actions through the Holy Spirit,
so that I may be like Jesus. Amen.”
Pray and meditate on those words in quiet. Don’t forget to listen.
Pray those words as you drive or walk or bike or work.
Pay attention to what is happening within you and/or what God is saying. If possible, write it down.
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Church Board Highlights
The church board motioned to create a Capital Improvement line in the Savings account.
A motion from November 2020 was edited to say, “to move $60,000 from the checking account
to the Savings Account for Capital Improvement” and to be approved by council.
The church board motioned to receive Chris Ledford as a Property Manager and to be
confirmed at council.
The church board motioned to receive Rosie Beam as a Shepherd.
A motion was approved to invite persons shut in due to COVID-19 to participate and vote via
ZOOM in the January 17th council.
A motion was approved to accept the Child Protection Policy.
Air Hill Etiquette for Covid
As you enter the sanctuary, you will find a table that includes a bucket for offering and the bulletins
and some other materials.
Wearing a mask is optional during our services. We invite you to wear a mask as you enter and as you
leave when there may be little social distancing. When you have your seat socially distant from
another family unit, you may take off your mask.
We ask that you sit on the rows marked with the decorations, and that your family unit sit six feet on
the right and on the left from other family units.
Most of all, show love and respect for each person, for there are many different views in how to respond to covid.

Brethren in Christ Week of Prayer and Fasting begins January 3rd.
Air Hill will have a Day of Prayer on Sunday January 3, 2021:
• Worship Services at 9 & 11 a.m.
• Sunday School at 10:15 a.m.
• Prayer for the community at 1:30 p.m.
• Healing Service at 3:30 p.m.
• Communion at 4:30 p.m.
Daily Devotionals are available on the back table at church and on line
at bicus.org/resources/prayer/week-prayer-fasting
Bishop Rob will have a sermon on line. You can find it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAIKr4mLvnU

There will also be a virtual Sacred Assembly via ZOOM on Sunday,
January 10th @ 6 pm.

From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another.
John 1:16
On Saturday November 7th, a Shepherd Ministry Seminar refresher course was
enjoyed by 22 laypeople.
We began at 9:00 am with a Continental Breakfast followed by training and ending
at 12:00 noon with lunch. It was a great time to refresh, renew and revive us
all.
We began by singing “We Praise Thee Oh God” and prayer. Later singing “Lord
Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary” and ended our seminar by singing “The Lord is My
Shepherd” and prayer.
Kyle Grove and 2 youth leaders joined us to prepare by learning PACE (Pray,
Available, Contact, & Example) to care for the youth.
One new shepherd, Rosie Beam, was equipped and she will be commissioned soon.
We are hoping to shepherd at least 10 more families in January 2021.
Please pray with us for more laypeople to accept the call to be a shepherd.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep and my sheep know me”
John 10:14
Serving Him Together
Rozanna Myers

On December 17th the youth group gave back to the community by supplying bags of
groceries to anyone in need. Grocery items were gathered and donated, packed, and
handed out by a “drive-through” About 150 bags were handed out and the rest will be
donated to a local food pantry. The youth/adults prayed for each car that came for
groceries.
Thank you to all the youth, to Martin’s Famous Pastry Shoppe and Giant Food.

Unexpected pregnancy comes with a rush of
thoughts and feelings. Contact our free and confidential pregnancy center to empower yourself with
the knowledge to make the best decision for you.
If you are facing an unplanned pregnancy, we can
help you by providing a free pregnancy test, ultrasound confirmation, and answers to your questions
about abortion, parenting, and adoption.
Our trained staff is ready to provide you with confidential help at no cost, thanks to our generous community support.
These confidential, cost-free services include:
•

Abortion Information

•

Adoption Agency Referrals

•

Adoption Information

•

Maternity & Infant Supplies

•

Medical Referrals

•

Parenting Education

•

Post-Abortion Support

•

Pregnancy Options Information

•

Pregnancy Tests

•

STD/STI Testing and Treatment

•

Support for Men

•

Ultrasound (Onsite)*
Ultrasound scans are used to confirm the presence of a viable, uterine pregnancy. We do not
use ultrasound to determine gender or diagnose abnormalities. Eligibility criteria apply.

•

If you would like to help your local community through Pregnancy Ministries, please pick up a
baby bottle on January 17th , fill it with change (or bills), and return to the church on February
14th.
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