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Last month I completed reading the book ñLetters To The Churchò by Francis Chan.  You might not end up 

where he does, if you read the book, but he has some good points along the way. 

 Francis Chan spent some time listening to the story of a leader of a network of churches in China.  At 

one point, China relaxed their laws against religion.  This leader decided to build a church building.  It grew 

to 2000 people before the government shut it down and arrested him.  He ended up being grateful, for the 

increased size led many people to come and sit and not live out their faith.  Through the persecution, they 

returned to where they were before, but became stronger. 

 The Chinese leader said there were five pillars to their house church movement: 

A deep commitment to prayer 

A deep commitment to the Word of God 

A deep commitment to the sharing of the gospel 

A regular expectation of miracles 

An embracing of suffering 

I am not necessarily endorsing the house church movement, though I believe there is much value in meeting 

in small groups (accountability, encouragement, and a deeper sense of bonding are some of the values of 

small groups).  But let me make a couple observations from these pillars: 

When there is persecution, there is no place for nominal Christianity.  Suffering purifies the 

Christian faith.  Where there is freedom of worship or riches, there is also greater distraction 

from our marvelous God. 

These pillars may lead to a greater dependence on God and oneness with God.  As we aim to 

spend more time in prayer, in reading the Word, and in sharing the gospel, we will discover 

God more and more as our all-encompassing source of life. 

More could be said, but as we begin 2019, let us ask what steps we can take to grow 

one with God.  How can we add more time to your prayer life, or is there something different to do in our 

prayer life?  How can we spend more time reading and meditating and memorizing and applying Scripture?  

(Often part of the answer is to turn off other things.)  How can we share the gospel more?  (We will be study-

ing this theme in January.)  How can we expect more miracles?  (Actually, many western Christians donôt 

believe in miracles.  If that is you, why?  How can that change?)  How can we embrace suffering?  (No, we 

donôt hurt ourselves, but we can learn to experience God in suffering, rather than run from it.) 

 Thus, I challenge you and I to choose one thing you are going to do differently, so that you will grow 

more one with God.  Tell someone.  Let them be your accountability partner. 

 

Have a joy filled new year! 

 

Pastor John 



A BIBLE READING PLAN THROUGH THE  
NEW TESTAMENT IN 30 DAYS (By Rick Warren) 

 

Matthew  1-9 

Matthew  10-15 

Matthew  16-22 

Matthew  23-28 

Mark  1-8 

Mark  9-16 

Luke  1-6 

Luke  7-11 

Luke  12-18 

Luke  19-24 

John  1-7 

John  8-13 

John  14-22 

Acts  1-7  

Acts  8-14 

Acts  15-21 

Acts  22-28 

Romans  1-8 

Romans  9-16 

1 Corinthians  1-9 

1 Corinthians  10-16 

2 Corinthians  1-13 

Galatians ï Ephesians 

Philippians ï 2 Thessalonians 

1 Timothy ï Philemon 

Hebrews 

James ï 2 Peter 

1 John ï 3 John 

Revelation  1-11 

Revelation  12-22 



Some of the ladies from the Ladies Bible Study went to the  
Grace Home to make applesauce for the residents.  


