
 

Dear Family and Friends, 
 
Thank you once again for your prayers and support!  I have  
arrived safely to SYME (School of Youth Ministries in English) in 
Karuizawa, Japan.  The past few days we have had staff regrouping 
time and preparing the building for our students to arrive on Friday,  
March 20.  So far we have 6 students for this term!  This is a praise 
and we hope this year that the student count will continue to rise each 
new term.  We are also trying to invite more international students 
from other countries to come to the Japan SYME.   

I am so happy to be back and cooking once again for the staff and 
students!  Also, I am so excited to see what God has in store for this 
term.  In one of our staff meetings, we were asked what our goals 
were for this term and one of my goals is to be more involved with the 
students outside of work.  The language barrier makes it difficult in the 
beginning, but that shouldn’t stop me from trying and it helps with their 
English, too.  I brought along some supplies to make jewelry so I’m 
hoping that this will be a way for me to build relationships with the 
female students and do something fun together at the same time.   

Below you will see some pictures from our recent visit to Zenkoji 
temple which is like the “Mecca” of Japan.  It was a good reminder of 
why God has brought me and our staff here to Japan.   

Please continue to keep me, the staff and students in your  
prayers! 

Sincerely, 

 

Karina Thrush  

   

Nippon (Japan)  
NEWSFLASH

Upcoming Events: 

March 20-May 15:  Spring term

Prayer & Praises: 

Direction in making future 
plans. 

Praise for safe travels. 

Wisdom as we get the school 
running again and welcome 
our new students. 

I will spend more time with 
the students outside of work.


