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Cruciallearning.com recently shared this story from the late Kerry Patterson, one of their founders:

I couldn’t believe my good fortune. Preston Coventry, one of the more popular kids in the ninth
grade, had invited me to the grand opening of his neighborhood association’s swimming pool. When the
appointed day arrived, I hiked across town to the posh facility where I was greeted by a tall fence and a
stern guard. After I waited a couple of minutes, Preston approached the gate, gave a quick nod, the guard
pushed a button, and I was granted entrance.

Preston and I spent the entire day playing water games and chasing girls with squirt guns. It was
perfectly wonderful. I had no idea that such a life even existed. But then my thoughts turned to the long
walk home, so I changed clothes and headed toward the exit. As the gate shut behind me, I turned around.
Then I grabbed two of the metal bars, stuck my head between them, and smiled at Preston. (I was lobbying
for an invitation to return.) Preston glanced back at me and abruptly stated, “You can’t come back.”

“What?” I managed to ask.

“You’re not allowed to return,” Preston repeated. “You don’t belong.”

“What do you mean ‘I don’t belong’?” I asked.

“You don’t belong to the association. You’re a guest and are only allowed one visit a year. You’ve
already had your turn.”

I managed a feeble “thank you,” extracted my head from the gate and walked home. With each step,
the words, “You don’t belong,” rang painfully in my head. Then it hit me. Up until that moment, my
friends and I had largely played in empty fields and open waterways. It was all free, so we were all equal.
Now there was a pool, a fence, a gate, a guard, and rules. The “haves” played gleefully on one side while I
trudged down the long dirt road that snaked into the heart of the valley of the “have-nots.”

You might think this event turned me into an avid socialist, but it didn’t. I didn’t fault the wealthy
for locking the gate. But it did put a question into my fourteen-year-old brain: Where did I belong? I pon-
dered that question for quite some time.

Two decades passed until I eventually decided I belonged at a university. At least a part of me did.
So, in 1980 when I finished graduate school, I accepted a faculty position. At last, [ had found a home—a
place where I belonged.

Before I gave my first lecture, I decided that it was time to take precautions. Having been raised by
parents who had lived through The Great Depression and spoke often of its soon-to-arrive sequel, I began
the semi-paranoid task of transforming my entire backyard into a massive vegetable garden. Let the Great
Debacle arrive—I’d have zucchini! So, when the first day of the semester rolled around, instead of poring
over my lecture notes as most faculty members did, I borrowed a truck from my neighbor and hauled pig
manure to mix with my garden’s depleted soil.

Cont. on next page.



Cont. from page 1

All morning long I hauled loads of “compost” from a nearby pig farm and flung the disgusting muck
onto my garden bed. Then I frantically changed my clothes and hustled to campus to attend my very first fac-
ulty meeting. I couldn’t believe it. [—the poor kid who lived down the long dirt road—would be part of a
faculty meeting where acclaimed educator Stephen R. Covey was scheduled to lead the discussion. He had
been developing ideas about several key habits and was eager to discuss them with the rest of us.

As Dr. Covey launched into his presentation, I couldn’t help but notice a horrible stench in the room.
Soon everyone started to squint, cough, and look for the source of the smell. Then I noticed my socks. Uh oh.
When I changed from my farm clothes into my sports coat and slacks, I had neglected to change my manure-
tainted socks, which were now emitting a repugnant odor.

It wasn’t long until my colleagues began to eyeball me—the apparent source of the smell. I fessed up.
I told them about my garden, its depleted soil, the pig manure, and my socks. After a moment’s reflection,
everyone laughed, I slid over to a far corner of the room, Steve moved on to turning ends into beginnings,
and I thanked my lucky stars for having escaped untarnished.

But then Preston Coventry’s jarring voice hit me. The words, “You don’t belong!” reverberated
through my insecure soul. One look at the scholars in the room and I was certain that none of them had ever
flung pig manure and then carried the stench to a faculty meeting. These folks were polished and sophisticat-
ed. They had lovely homes, pools (probably locked), and pedigrees. They belonged. I didn’t. It took only a
glance to see that.

Later that evening while visiting with my mother, I told her about the stinky-sock debacle and admit-
ted that I didn’t believe I belonged at a university. She wouldn’t have it. “The idea of belonging to anything
is just plain silly,” Mom argued. “Sure, clubs set rules about who they let in, but in things that matter, belong-
ing is irrelevant. It’s not how you measure up to others’ standards that matters; it’s how you feel about your-
self—and that comes from being comfortable with what you do.”

“Yeah, but look what I’ve done,” I responded. “I went to a faculty meeting reeking of pig manure.
Then to make matters worse, I admitted to the mistake in public.”

“Precisely,” my mother said, “And that makes you unassuming, not unworthy.”

“No, that makes me a hick, and a stupid one to boot.”

I continued to put up a fuss, but eventually decided that I would follow Mom’s advice and work on
being satisfied with what I had done and who I had become, rather than where others thought I belonged—or
worse still, where I thought they thought I belonged.

For the most part, this strategy has served me well, but I’d be lying if I said I’'m always comfortable in
my skin. There are days when I feel as if 'm that kid standing outside that swimming pool, desperately grip-
ping the bars, and peering into a world that doesn’t want me. And then on those odd occasions when I happen
to gain entry, I’'m haunted by the feeling that ’'m going to be asked to leave.

But then I think of the pig manure and the wonderful crops it nurtured. It helped grow a cabbage so
large it didn’t fit into a bushel basket. The beets tasted like candy. My kids still talk about the sweet corn. It
was heavenly.

But best of all, the pig droppings came with a lesson. If you want to be content in life, you have to be
able to fling manure without looking over your shoulder to see who approves. If you can’t do that, life is a
long, lonely stretch. People will continue to suggest that you don’t belong, and you’ll believe them. So, give
up the silly notion of belonging and think of who you are and the wonderful things you do. That’s where
you’ll find satisfaction.

Oh yes, and don’t forget to change your socks

I love Kerry’s story and writing style, but I think he is missing something. Don’t give up the “silly notion of
belonging,” rather ponder to whom you belong. Ask the Holy Spirit to whom you belong as you read these
verses (and their contexts): John 8:44-47; John 15:18-19; Romans 1:6; 7:4; 8-9; 14:7-8; 1 Corinthians 15:23;
Galatians 3:29; 5:24; 1 Thessalonians 5:5-8; 1 Peter 2:9. What did the Holy Spirit say to you about
“belonging”? To whom do you belong?



Community of the Month
Chambersburg

Walk, ride, and drive through
Chambersburg. Ask God to give you the
opportunity to
talk and pray with people.

July Prayer:
Father, you who formed us, you who

redeemed us and call us by name, we be-
long to you. In a world of isolation and
loneliness, we are so glad to know that we
belong to you. May we come fully alive in
Jesus through your Holy Spirit because we
know we belong to you. Amen.

July Church Board News

The board:

-evaluated the congregational council on the bylaws and have sent them to the Allegheny
Conference Board of Directors to be approved by them.

-agreed to have Cheryl Martin to come to speak to the youth

-discussed ideas about welcoming people to our church on Sunday mornings

-discussed LGBTQ issues which is being promoted by a book sent to every pastor.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL : :

AT THE PARSONAGE! “/

July 21, 2024 s
6:00 to 8:00 pm




Shepherd Ministry Moments
Matthew 5:3

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Friday, June 23, at 6:30 in the gym 10 shepherds met for a time of training and fellowship.

We started with a game quizzing each other with teachings from our daily Bible readings in Mark. It was followed
by encouraging words by Rozanna for all shepherds to have a daily quiet time with the Lord. Nancy Melhorn led
us in our opening prayer followed by the singing of “Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet”

Pastor John began teaching us from Matthew 11:28-30

“Come to me all who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest” Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your soul.” Who is the invitation for? All of us.
What are we to do? Come, take His yoke upon us and learn from Him. What is the results? We will find rest.

Our challenge was: all who are weary & burdened come to Jesus because Jesus is gentle and humble in heart.
How do we become gentle? Focus on our sheep, be patient, move slow and use Grace and Truth. We ended our
time singing “Gentle Shepherd Come and Lead us” followed by prayer.

We then gathered in groups and had a time of sharing praised and concerns followed by praying for each other.
We closed the evening with refreshments and fellowship.

Matthew 11:30

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

Drop by for an informal
visit at Tom & Sandy
Todd’s home on
Saturday, July 20th;
anywhere between 1:00
and 3:00 pm to wish him
well and have some
cake and ice cream. No
need for gifts, just your

HAPPY 8OTH | It
PIRTHDABI Their address is:

941 Brandon St.

‘; " Chambersburg, PA
‘ 17201.
WISHING YOU A DAY FILLED WITH JOY,
LAUGHTER, AND CHERISHED MEMORIES.
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Praises & Prayer

Pray God would make clear to
our team where He is leading
us to move in Japan.
Pray that we are united in the
decision and willing to follow
wherever He guides.

Pray God would raise up
churches and other
missionaries in our future
location that have a desire to
partner in ministry with
Word of Life Japan.

Pray for God to raise up a
team of supporters and prayer
warriors from Japan for the
Shiobara's (new teammates).

Praise God for Mana's recovery
and a successful surgery.

Pray that Ayaka (Japanese
friend) will have a growing
curiosity and desire to read
and understand God's Word.

Pratse the Lord for a special dinner
with Mina, & former SYME student, We
had soene §00d spintual conversations
And prayer Uime together.

NEWSFLASH |

“This book of the faw shall not
- depart from. your-mouth, but you
. shall mcditato on-it day and nfght v

Ayaka's Purpose
Since coming back to Japan, | have had many texting
conversations with Ayaka (my unsaved Japanese
friend). She is having a really difficult time at work
with an older co-worker and she often talks to be
about it. Recently, she has mentioned having
suicidal thoughts. Please pray for wisdom in
communicating with her, This week, | shared a little with her about having a
purpose for life. She is interested in hearing more about my life purpose. | am
planning to have her over for lunch in July. Pray | can clearly share about my
purpose for life in Christ in Japanese and encourage her to begin reading the
Scriptures.

Shiobara Family Update

After the birth of their son on May 21, it seemed that Mana and baby were
doing fine; but after a week or two, they realized that Mana’s body was not
healing property. She was in a lot of pain and was rushed to the hospital for an
emergency surgery which thankfully went well; but left her in the hospital
away from baby and family for several days. The doctors are now happy with
her recovery; and she seems 1o be in much better spirits about her condition,
Praise the Lord for His protection! They are now adjusting to being a family of
four and working on preparations for their support raising trip to the states
September through November.

Growing Family

| praise the Lord for Mis blessings in my family recently! We have joyfully
welcomed little Hadassah to Nathan & Abby's family in June; and we are
excitedly awaiting David & Lynelle's little blessing who will arrive, Lord
willing, in January!

Karina Theush Shatto France 1.C, Mitachihigashi 4-12-23, Himeji-shi Hyogo-ken Japan 670-0072 thrushkarina@gmail.com




July 2024 Prayer Calendar
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Word of Lite Japan 2024 Theme: “Forward” (Joghua 1:1-8)

We want to e moving forwesrd ns individuals and s 8 ministry fowand our vision, capapity, snd punposae.
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Myers + Moments

Spring 2024

“Let us run with perseverance the race marked ouc for
us, fixing our eyes an Jesus, the pianeer and perfacter af
faith." Hebrews 12:1-2

As we drave through the TM[ praperty after cur tough
Gator Annual Mud Run, boy was it quiet! Not so a few
hours caries? Over 625 people came to get wmuddy at
our annuzl Mud Run, which raises finanges for cur bases
cverseas to use for medical supplies, foad, and cther
needs, This was probably one of the largest turnours we
have ever had and we are thankful for the many pecple
] b - oy oo o

L ..}ﬁ'."'.

that will be helped because of 1, Anthony and the land
créwe put in a lot of hard work getting the grounds cleared
and muddy for the run. We didn't have a lat of rain, but
water weas pumped from our lakes to make the obstacles
muddy! Darin flew hame the night before and was able to
judge an obstacle. Jessie and Raelynn also came sa lessie
could volunteer and spend a few days with us, Jessie and |
ran a store of internacional ivems that our seaff ladies have
made, as well 25 handed out the mace t-shirts. We had the
opportunity to talk @ many people about Teen Missions
and thank them for coming and sepporting our miniscry
overseas. Anthony was able to run the trial a few days
before. He enjoys deing that
LY 1

bai 2o TEENMISSKONR. OFG/NISIIONARY/TAYERS

The abave picture with the muddy hand prints, shaws the
extitement of the runners as they finally reach the finish
line, lsn't that the way it should be wich us? 5o uaril chen
let us be able o say,’| have fought the pood fighe, | have
finished the race, | have kepc the faith. Finally, there is laid
up far ma the crown of righteousness, which the Lerd, che
righceous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not o
me anly but alse to all wha have loved His appearing” 2
Trm, 4:7-8

On the family front..Darin has moved back hame for the
summer and wil| be starting his twe-month internship in
Orlande on May 22 (whare he will be waorking following
graduaticn, Lord willing). We are still searching for a vehicle
for him, buc know that the Lord will work it out in His
timing. He will then begin hls senior year in August, which
is hard far us to believe! We hape to get ta as many of his
football games as possible in the fall. We have owo new
prandbabies on the way! Braoke (Brandon= wife) is due ¢n
June 23, and Jessie (husband, Jehn) is due an October 29
s¢ that will make fve! We are s¢ blessed.

We had a let of family and visitars come to see us this
Spring. We [Sym it when we can show them the ministry
of Teen Missions and where we live, We enjoyed having
Anchany's parents visit us lasc month. They have nat been
able to be hare fora faw years, so we anjoyad shawing them
the changes hare ac TMI and we went ovet to Sarasota for
aweekend. We had a greac time visiting our special friends
Arlie and Marva, whe graciously hasced us for a nighc
Ve enjoved visiting Plnecraft (an Amish community) and
wera abla to see thair beauriful woedwork and quilting, Of
course, you can't go withourt eating at Der Ducchman (a
huge smorgasbord). These are ail places that remind us of
being in PA. Ve also went ta Siesta Kay Beach and walked



am the seft, pavedered sand. 5o boautiful, It was a nize rime
= refax and get away before the busy summer.

Aawe lack towards the summer. it is poing wo be a differenc
anz where we will have twe retreats after the teems leave
Boot Camp. One retseat has over 180 people! Sz the scaff
here will be running che office as wefl 83 helping with the
retreats. Summer ceam registeation clesed on May 120 we
have aver 300 young people and leaders coming on reame
ta Brazil, the Domirican Repoblic, Germany, Guatemals,
Taiwan, Tenzania, Poland, India, Mongolia, Celambia,
Philippines, Zambia and Handuras. The vear has been
spent prepazing for thase teams so we are sxcited o s5¢
it come o fruidon. Please pray with us chat Boot Camp,
travel, minizery and praject time as well as Debrief will go
smoothly and mary will be hlessed. |tis exciting o receive
the team reporcs during the summer. We can put them
an aur websice to keep parencs 2nd ochers updated on
what the Lerd iz doing. | will help with keeping in concact
with the tesms and parents when necessary as well as che
bazee owerseas. There is alse a lot of property ta maintan
here whils mest af the staff are gane, so Anchany will be
in chargs of chat, When the r=ams return, they will 2toend
a dabriefing cime 5o we will avarsee that slsc. We ook
Farmard oo sharing with vou how the Lerd used the beams
Far His glerry.

A5 well as the U5 Boot Camp this tummer, our bases are
running Boet Camps in Camergon {13, Madagasear (3],
Mangolia (1), Malawi [4) and the Fhilippines (310 also in
in a sensitive country where there will be five Boor Camps
theme!

Anithany has
bewn getting iron
infuséans abeur
~_ evary four menrchs
" since hiz Ferritin is
"in the bazemeart"
k. and “the storage
0 tank is empry”, He
b still goes and goss
T ke uswal He has

........

had home infusiens of Skyrizi for his Crehn's the past few
rraenths, but will receive a device that he can da it himself
every few monehs, #s they send the medicine, s that Is
neve to him? | have had weeping in my right eye sincs the
falf, s0 after checking things our, they may nemd to fix my
deviated seprurn [dght). as it is closing up my tear duct. We
will 522 whan that happens|

At church the other day, cne of the mls praved, “lust
because we may not have sat to be missianaries as our
czreer, doesn't mean we can’t be full-time missionaries
in the carmers we are set in” 50 true! We can be full-time
mizsiananes where we are; it doesn't have to be cvarseas,
and ic doesn’t have 10 be semething big! Eicher way, we
need to pray far thoge who are sharing the Gespel, It s
getcing hardar everywheral

We are zo0 thankful for alF of you wha pray for us znd
support us Feithfufly. As of Januery 2024, Teen Missions
has 31 bases in 17 counerias, ronning 28 Bidle Schools, 36
Boot Camps, 3% Rascue Units, 10 Matron's Units and 526
Surday Sehaols! You are a valuable pare ef this ministry a=
wes fulfill this Great Commission mge];her,

Blessings,

Antheay & Shawna

i Evslyzl 3h2 W l1dve & pert . ha mingslry of Anthony & Shawna Myars

a5 one-1ime gH

SieieFrav._  PlpPralalSooe

i It 1.5 el e

! Teen herslone im | e

e
0 5m|;m“'1m“m [P I wisde bw be 3 Prager =3riner
i RHEREA

! fow £an domabe anfing Bl wesvimen misnlone seglnbre
i I Carcads il da: s

| [ e e £kast

E At B V2T IEe Cily

Fl CAmans,

: Phone

l— E-mal

dechachiie, s Ml e B D8 ek 8 LD Tesy
Teshars |G mErgon Ay NAm shad o R acpeer
arvha chgolh ARis MEAS 11 ERILL. wi
ye Lminkon |0 REERITE Propar d bl naion




The Oberholsers

e For the past year plus, many of you have been praying with us to secure a meeting space at the Vil-
lage Apt. Last week we picked up the keys to a former storage area that we're now calling the
"Community Room". We envision this being a place for the Freedom of Nations Church to hold regu-
lar gatherings as well as a place to hangout and fellowship with residents. Thank you so much for
praying with us for this request; we ask that you continue to pray for us as there's still much work to
do. Yesterday some visiting friends joined the Stoners and the Oberholsers for a prayer/dedication
time in the room. (see the attached doc for pictures). We now have the task of cleaning up the
room, acquiring tables/chairs, and preparing it for gatherings. We also need discernment as we
make plans to launch our weekly gatherings in this space.

e We're planning to host a VBS in July at the Village Apt. Not only are we excited about the opportunity
to introduce children to Jesus, we also anticipate this being a good opportunity to spread the word
about our long term plans for the "community room". Pray with us that residents will learn about
what our church is attempting to do and that they would take an interest in connecting with us.

e Continue to pray with us for each family/individual who's connected with the Freedom of Nations
network. Our prayer for each of them is to attend regular gatherings, grow in their faith, and begin
to lead others.

e Upcoming events:

e BICWM Latin American/New Mexico retreat being held in Colorado, June 28 - July 2

e Antrim BIC Church mission team visiting the Four Corners July 20-27

We also wish to thank you for praying for Bekah, Christy, and Abby as they took a mission trip to Bogota

Columbia in early June. They spent a week working at the EI Camino Christian Academy, assisting with

their June Jamboree. Below are a couple of highlights in Abby and Christy's own words.

One highlight for me (Abby) was working with 1st graders. They were quick to learn and remember. |
taught them Bible stories and English vocabulary words. Some of them didn’t speak English very
well, but [ still had fun playing with them. | had two little girls who were my special friends and fol-
lowed me around. | learned that kids are the same no matter where they live or what language
they speak.

One highlight for me (Christy) was getting to visit kids at a daycare. These kids were very poor.
Their parents worked all day, and the kids would come to the daycare after school. We played
balloon games and read stories to the kids. They loved it! We also got to listen to the children
sing. It was special to hear these kids who don’t have very much, singing praises to God in their
own language. Thank you again for making it possible for us to go on this missions trip,

and partnering with us to make a difference in these children’s lives.

Blessings,

The Oberholser Family



Sun

July 202%

Mon

Tue

2

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

6

7:00 am
Discipleship Group

7

Youth Returning
8:30 am Prayer
Time
9 am Sunday
School
10 am Worship
Service

9

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

10

11

7:00 pm
Discipleship Group

12

General
Assembly

13

General
Assembly

7:00 am
Discipleship Group

14

8:30 am Prayer
Time
9 am Sunday
School
10 am Worship
Service
General Assembly

15

General Assembly

7:00 pm Sunday
School Mtg.

16

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

17

6:30 pm
Youth Group

18

7:00 pm
Discipleship Group

19

20

7:00 am
Discipleship Group

21

8:30 am Prayer
Time
9 am Sunday
School
10 am Worship
Service
6 pm Ice Cream
Social at
Parsonage

22

7:00 pm
Ministry Board
Mtg.

23

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

24

25

6:30 pm Property
Mgmt. Mtg.
7:00 pm
Discipleship Group

26

27

7:00 am
Discipleship Group
9:30 am Shepherd
Ministry Equipping

Seminar

28

8:30 am
Prayer Time
9 am Sunday
School
10 am Worship
Service

29

30

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

31

6:30 pm
Youth Group




