
 
 

Dear Family and Friends, 
 
Hello from your side of the world!  It has been so nice to be home  
for about a month to celebrate Christmas and New Years with  
family.  I have enjoyed connecting again with many of you as well!   

I want to give you an excited update on what happened during our 
last couple of Kid’s Club classes in December before I came 
home.  I had asked for prayer many times for the salvation of 
Yura, Shouko and Yuzuki (the girls in my class) as we have been 
sharing and explaining the gospel to them all year long.   

We finished going through the gospel with the 3 girls the end of 
November and in December we had a Christmas party for all of 
the children who came.  During this party, the staff did a gospel 
presentation through a skit.  After the skit, we split up into our 
smaller classes and we asked our girls what they thought about the 
skit.  They said they understood it because we had been studying 
the gospel all year with them.  Yura responded, “I want to believe.”  
We were so excited to hear this and that she said it in front of the 
other girls as well!  So I shared my testimony that day through a 
translator and afterward Junko, our Japanese staff lady, took Yura 
aside and counseled her.  Yura didn’t know how to believe so Junko 
shared Romans 10:9 with her.  However, at this time they were then 
distracted by other children and unable to finish their conversation.  
So the next week, Junko took her aside again and asked her why 
she wanted to believe.  Yura said something like, “This is such a 
great story, why wouldn’t I believe it?”  Junko then prayed with her 
and continued counseling.   

We praise the Lord because we think Yura has trusted Christ as her 
Savior!  We also praise the Lord because we think she will continue  
coming to Kid’s Club next year and therefore, we will have the  
opportunity to continue working with her!  God answers prayer!   
Thank you for praying and giving to the awesome work God is  
doing in Japan! 

In Christ, 

 
Karina Thrush 

Nippon 
NEWSFLASH

Upcoming Events 

Jan. 20:  Winter term begins in FL. 
Feb. 17:  Winter term ends. 
Feb. 27:  Fly back to Japan.

Prayer & Praises 

We believe Yura may have 
trusted Christ as Savior! 

Pray for continued follow-up 
with Yura in the coming year 
through Kid’s Club and personal 
tutoring opportunities. 

Wisdom in discipling 9 young 
women during winter term.

Kid’s Club girls & staff team. 
From the left:  Yuzuki, myself, 

Yura, Jamie, Shouko, Junko

Talking about Japan at WOW 
(church kid’s club)

“The LORD is my strength and my song, and He has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will 

praise Him, my father’s God, and I will exalt Him.”  
Exodus 15:2


