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I recently read that John Ortberg, a former pastor, asked the late Dallas Willard, philosopher
and teacher at USC, “What must I do to be
spiritually healthy?”
After a long pause, Dallas said, “You
must ruthlessly eliminate hurry from your life.”
John wrote these words down and then
waited for more wise insights from Dallas.
“This is a good one. Now what else is there?
Dallas answered, “There is nothing
else.”
Oswald Chambers, in his devotional
My Utmost For His Highest, wrote, “Never let
a hurried lifestyle disturb the relationship of
abiding in him.”
Philip Brooks, minister and writer in
the 1800’s was known for his poised and quiet
manner. However, one day a friend saw him
feverishly pacing the floor like a caged lion and
asked him what the trouble was.
Brooks answered, “The trouble is that
I’m in a hurry, but God isn’t.”
When we get in a rush, when we hurry,
we are often in a state of anxiety. We are worried or fearful about an event that is about to
occur. We are nervous about this imminent
event with an unclear outcome. Thus, like
Philip Brooks, we pace. We rush. We hurry.
We think with a flustered mind. We miss out
on the present moment. We forget that God is
sovereign. We think we are the answer.
As I think of my schedule for October, I
have a choice to make. Do I take
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one moment at a time and enjoy God in the
moment? Or do I get anxious about what
needs to be done and run around physically or
mentally like a chicken with its head cut off?
You may have a different schedule. You may
have children in school and in extracurricular
activities. You may have a work schedule that
encourages rush. You have the same choice I
have to make: enjoy God moment by moment,
or get anxious about one’s goals or schedule.
Beware! The world often likes watching people pacing. It even gets “good” results,
at least as defined by the world. Those results
often feel good. Thus, we continue to seek the
“busy” life or the “harried” life. We often miss
out on God.
The disciples tried to draw Jesus into
the harried life and hurried life. After an evening of healing, Jesus slept and then went to a
solitary place in the early morning to pray.
When the disciples eventually found him, they
exclaimed, “Everyone is looking for you.”
Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else…”
Jesus had a full life, but it was not one of anxiety and hurry in trying to please people’s expectations. He rejected the life of hurry.
J.B. Philips wrote, “It is refreshing, and
salutary, to study the poise and quietness of
Christ. His task and responsibility might well
have driven a man out of his mind. But He was
never in a hurry, never impressed by
numbers, never a slave of the clock.”

I have a challenge. You have a challenge. “Man hurries. God does not.” As women and men of
God, seeking him wholeheartedly, we will become like him. Thus, let us reject the hurried life, for the Godfilled life. May we walk by faith and confidence in Jesus with the timing of the Holy Spirit and not by the
anxiety driven timing of the Seiko or Timex on our wrist dictated by the world.
Pastor John

Upcoming Dates
October 10th: Communion
November 7th: The movie “The Insanity of God”
November 14th and 17th: Child Protection Training

October Spiritual Exercise:

OCT. 2021 BIBLE READING PLAN

As an encouragement to enjoy God in all our
activities and in all our work, so that we will not be
people of hurry, pray this prayer before every task
or activity:

1

James 1:1-11

14

1 Peter 1:10-16

2

James 1:12-18

15

1 Peter 1:17-25

3

James 1:19-27

16

1 Peter 2:1-8

4

James 2:1-13

17

1 Peter 2:9-17

5

James 2:14-26

18

1 Peter 2:18-25

6

James 3:1-12

19

1 Peter 3:1-7

7

James 3:13-18

20

1 Peter 3:8-12

8

James 4:1-10

21

1 Peter 3:13-22

9

James 4:11-17

22

1 Peter 4:1-11

10

James 5:1-6

23

1 Peter 4:12-19

11

James 5:7-12

24

1 Peter 5:1-7

•

12

James 5:13-20

25

1 Peter 5:8-14

•

13

1 Peter 1:1-9

Abba Father, guide and direct me through
this __(task/activity)__ with your peace and your
presence.
As you consistently pray this for each activity,
make note of how it starts to change your life.

Church Board Highlights
•

•

Motion was passed to pay $1500 to Adam
Field for three speaking events with an offering box to defray the cost of revival.
Motion was passed to ask Fred Ocker to serve
as Financial Secretary.
• Fred accepted
The social distancing section was unanimously decided to stay in use.
Budget requests will be sent out with a return
date of October 17th.

FROM THE HADES
Dear Prayer Partners,
We are thankful that the church leaders in Mozambique were able to continue some of the missions/ministry work the
past few months that was allowed by the government lockdown. We also acknowledge Patricio and Maria who, in our
absence, carried on a lot of administration work related to BICWM projects and programs.
Although the churches remain under government covid order to be closed, it is exciting to hear of a few new church
starts that occurred this year despite all of the challenges.
Special prayer requested for Supt Jaime who is elderly, has had health problems, and has recently been hospitalized.
Please continue to keep Bissane, Patricio, the five superintendents, and other men and women leaders in your
prayers as they continue to seek ways to lead the church in these challenging times.

Also need continued prayers for resolution of the leadership problems between the former Bishop and the new
leadership. It is hoped that a mediation meeting may soon be held.
As you may know, we have been in the USA since August 7th, for the primary purpose of getting medical assessment
of Orville's health. We are thankful that, as of the final medical report yesterday, Orville's health is very good, and the
suspicion of lung scarring that arose while hospitalized in Malawi has been found to no longer exist.
We met with Jonathan Lloyd, Curtis Book, and Pam Arnold on Sept 2nd and we agreed together that, due to ongoing
COVID issues, government lockdowns, sudden border closures, etc., we should not immediately return to live in
Mozambique. Therefore, we made the following plan for October-February, as our current term ends in February followed by the four months of Home Ministry:
October 2021-February 2022 - general overview
1. We will live in Malawi, staying at the house at EBCOM

2. We will make a few 1-2 day trips into Mozambique, when the borders are open, to meet with Mozambique Church
leaders
3. We will seek to conduct some Mozambique BIC Church leader meetings and trainings in Malawi, as border crossing is less restricted than for foreigners. (it is possible that some trainings conducted in Malawi could also include
leaders from the Malawi Church)
4. We will seek to understand and organize whatever missions work can be done at a distance (Malawi to Moz), what
can be carried forward by Moz leaders, and what might need to be postponed or cancelled.
5. While Cheryl will be involved in many aspects of these items, she will lose her regular connections with many
women and church leaders that she has served for several years. She will be especially challenged to find engaging
and meaningful service with women and children in Malawi. While many needs do exist it takes time for meaningful
relationships to develop.
March-June 2022
We are scheduled to be in the States for Home Ministry
Sometime in July 2022
We are scheduled to attend BIC Global Missions Conferences
We are scheduled to fly from the States on Thursday, Sept 30th to arrive in Blantyre, Malawi on Friday, Oct 1st.
Please pray for our final preparations and travel to Malawi.
Thanks for your prayers, support, and encouragement,

Brian & Rochelle Myers - New Mexico
Pray for Rochelle Myers as she leads the Sparks children’s support group. This can be a challenging group with whom to work as many of the children live in unstable environments. Praise God
that the parents entrust their children to Sparks leaders for one night a week so they can work on
their recovery, provide a more stable environment for themselves and their children, and ultimately, become the parents they desire to be.

Jason & Rebekah Oberholser - New Mexico
Hello prayer partners,
Last evening a teenage girl with autism went missing in our neighborhood. At first it was believed
that she might have wandered off and got lost. Many people (including several Freedom of Nations
Church members) were out late last night and early this morning helping with the search. Thankfully
she was found alive in a rural community on the reservation this morning about an hour away. The
police are now looking for a man suspected of kidnapping her.
Please join us in praying for Kaylani and her family as they work through and process what happened
to her. Pray for the safety of all the children in our community and especially those who live on the
Navajo Nation. We didn't know this young lady's family, but several of our church families live in close
proximity to the abduction site and are concerned for their own children. Pray that as a church, Freedom of Nations can be a beacon of hope for those in our community who were affected by this. Pray
for our local law enforcement agencies as they work together to bring justice to this situation. Pray
also for the person(s) responsible that they would be convicted and turn themselves in.
Our family is in the midst of packing and getting ready to set out on a 5 week trip across the US today. We covet your prayers as we drive many miles and as we share about the good things God is
doing among the Navajo People

Karina Thrush - Japan
•

Praises & Prayer
• Praise God for a successful camp ministry in Tokyo!
• Pray that the school teachers will follow up with those that raised their hands for salvation!
• Pray for wisdom and strength as we begin our final term of the year. We have 5-6 students
coming.
• Pray for more native English speaking teachers and Japanese staff to join our team.
• Pray for more students next year. The goal is 10-15 per term. It is taking time to build to
that number, but little by little God is supplying our needs.

The Shepherd Ministry Continued Training
Ezekiel 34:31 You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, declares the
Sovereign Lord.
On Friday, September 24, 2021, the Shepherd Ministry has our third Shepherd’s Training
and Fellowship by Pastor John entitled “Knowing Your Sheep”
Question: What mark do you want to leave on your sheep? How can we leave our mark?
1. Our Character - look after them.
2. Our Competence - share the Word with them.
3. Our Compassion - pray and really care.

The Result = TRUST
Ezekiel 34:10...we will be held accountable for our flocks.
Following our training we had a circle time where we shared concerns, praises, and prayed
for each other. A time of refreshments and fellowship followed. Every shepherd received a
pumpkin gourd to take home for the fall season. It was a good evening of sharing and caring.
We must follow L5: Look, Love, Listen, Learn, Lead
Philippians 4:13 says - I can do everything through Christ who give me strength.
Rozanna Myers

October 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

3

8:30 am Prayer
9:00 am S.S.
10:00 am Worship
6:00 pm Revival

10

8:30 am Prayer
9:00 am S.S.
10:00 am Worship
Communion

17

8:30 am Prayer
9:00 am S.S.
10:00 am Worship

24

8:30 am Prayer
9:00 am S.S.
10:00 am Worship

31

8:30 am Prayer
9:00 am S.S.
10:00 am Worship

4

7:30 pm S.S.
Committee
Meeting

11

8:30 am Ladies
Sewing
7:00 pm Church
Board

18

7:00 pm Ministry Board Meeting

25

7:00 pm Children’s Ministry
Meeting

5

12

19

7:00 pm Praise
and Prayer

26

7:00 pm Praise
and Prayer

2

7:00 pm Revival

6

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

1:00 pm Care- 2:00 Good News
giver’s tea
Club
6:30 pm Proper- 6:30 pm Kingty Mgt. Meeting dom Kids/Youth
7:00 pm Praise
Group
and Prayer

7:00 pm Praise
and Prayer

Sat

2:00 Good News
Club
6:30 pm Kingdom Kids/Youth
Group

2:00 Good News
Club
6:30 pm Kingdom Kids/Youth
Group

2:00 Good News
Club
6:30 pm Kingdom Kids/Youth
Group

30

3-9 pm Gym in
Use

