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Forgiveness and Trust 

 

 Over this last month in reading and in life situations, I have been pondering this question, ñIf I 

forgive a person, do I have to trust them?ò  Or, to put it another way, the apostle ñPeter asked Jesus, 

óLord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to seven times?ô  Jesus 

answered, óI tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven timesôò (Matt. 18:21-22).  Jesus expected Peter 

to forgive his brother a countless number of times.  However, did Jesus expect Peter to trust his brother?  

Assuming it was the same sin, at what number of times would you stop trusting?  A pattern would be set 

after the third time, much less the seventieth.  By the seventieth time, you could almost trust them that 

they were going to sin. 

 Another question that comes to mind when I consider this issue is this: We know that God       

forgives us our sins, but does he trust us?  Psalm 78:38-39 tells us, ñTime after time he restrained his   

anger and did not stir up his full wrath.  He remembered that they were but flesh, a passing breeze that 

does not return.ò  God is often described as ñcompassionate, and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands and forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and 

sinò  (Exod. 34:6,7). He forgave, but did he trust?  Jesus had many people believe in him, but ponder 

these words, ñBut Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men.  He did not need manôs 

testimony about a man, for he knew what is in a manò (John 2:24-25). 

 

 Intimate relationships need to have trust. 

 We can always trust God.  He is reliable, unchanging, and faithful. 

 He invites us into an intimate relationship with him where we trust him and he trusts us.  That 

trust or love is revealed to him by when we learn to consistently obey his commands. 

 
 Letôs get back to the question: ñIf I forgive a person, do I have to trust them? 

 Forgiveness is about the letting go or releasing of the anger and resentment (including the desire 

to pay someone back) of the person who has wronged you, the offender.  It leaves go of a past action.  

Forgiveness is an act of grace; it is a gift. 

 Trust is about reliance and confidence of a personôs present and future actions.  Trust is earned.  

One earns trust by consistently following the agreed upon standards of behavior.  Trust is quickly      

shattered, but slow to develop. 

 
   

Cont. on next page. 

AIR HILL STATEMENT OF  
PURPOSE 

ñTo Follow Jesus Christ through the  
Wind of the Holy Spiritò 

 



Community of the Month: 
 

Shippensburg 
 

Walk, ride, or drive through  
Shippensburg.  Ask God to give you the          
opportunity to talk and pray with people. 

 
Missionary of the Month 

 
Brian and Rochelle Myers 

September Prayer   
 

Loving God, you have reconciled us in Christ 

Jesus and have given us the ministry of           

reconciliation.  We pray for all those from whom 

we are estranged.  Bring healing to strained or 

broken relationships. Forgive us for the times we 

have wronged others, whether by ignorance,   

neglect, or intention.  Grant us the courage and 

the grace to seek their forgiveness and             

opportunity to make amends.  Where others have 

wronged us, grant us a gracious spirit, that we 

might forgive even as we have been forgiven in 

Jesus Christ. Amen. www.faithward.org 

Cont. from page 1 

 Forgiveness should be given to all.  We are to forgive as Christ forgave us.  Whether the offender 

asks for it or not, we should have an attitude of forgiveness.  Jesus forgave the people who put him on the 

cross, though they did not ask it.  Some of the people we may need to forgive are deceased; they canôt ask 

you for forgiveness, but we need to forgive them. 

 Reconciliation cannot occur unless there is repentance by the offender.  There cannot be a oneness 

in relationship without the offender confessing they did wrong.  Neither can there be trust.  Trust can only 

begin when the offender admits that they did wrong.  Trust grows only as that person continues to         

consistently follow the mutually agreed upon standards. 

 Intriguingly, I know of no Scriptural command to trust people.  In fact, there are Scriptures that tell 

us not to trust people.  Why?  Because we are prone to sin.   

We are called to trust God.  The most intimate relationships occur when two people trust God and 

follow him.  Then through their relationship with God, when one fails each other in some way, they can 

offer forgiveness and begin to rebuild trust, because they have mutual trust in God.  It is from that mutual 

trust in God and desire for reconciliation that makes it possible to forgive and to begin to build trust again. 

 

Enjoy Jesus! 

 

John M. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Church Board: 

¶ discussed having a marriage seminar again in 
2026 

¶ decided to send 2 delegates to Miami for  

General Assembly in 2026 along with the  
pastor and Nancy 

September Spiritual Exercise 

 

1. Ask the Holy Spirit if there is anyone you have 

not forgiven. 

2. Write down the offense, the emotions, and the 

consequences of that offense. 

3. Burn up the paper or shred the paper as a    

symbol of you choosing to forgive that       

person. 

4. Make note of that day, possibly in a journal.  

Every time those emotions return and try to 

pull you down, claim that day as the day you 

forgave that person. 

5. On the other hand, if you have offended       

anyone, go and ask forgiveness. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This past month the youth group was able to step up and help in the      

Chambersburg community.  It all started when Sandy Todd asked if anyone would 

be willing to come and pull some weeds at her house.  I said I, along with some 

youth, would be happy to help.  I was able to form a team of adults and youth to go 

pull weeds.  On Friday, August 8th, I took Theo and Dan to Sandyôs house to start 

pulling weeds. As we were finishing up for the evening, Vadena, Sandyôs neighbor, 

came over and asked if she could hire my crew to pull weeds for her.  I explained 

that I am the Youth Pastor at Air Hill, and no, she could not pay my crew.  However, 

I said that I will have a much bigger crew on Wednesday, and we would happily 

come pull weeds on that day for her.   

I stopped by her house on Sunday to confirm again that we would be coming and that 

Amy Wenger would be showing up early Wednesday to presoak the ground to make 

weed pulling easier.  As I was driving away, another neighbor, Peggy, literally waved 

me down on the road and asked, ñDo you paint?ò I said, ñNo, I do notò She proceeded 

to tell me her back picnic area needed to be repainted and asked if I would do it.  I 

went and saw that the patio needed power washed and sealant put on.  So, Theo and I 

found ourselves over at her house power washing and sealing the deck.  It turned out 

well. 

On Wednesday, Air Hill sent a large group of parents and kids (Tye, 

Ryder and Caroline Myers, Emily, Travis and Leslie Armer, Esperanza, 

Theo and Travis Kisamore, Dan Guisline, Gavin, Colin and Amy Wenger) to 

attack the weeds.  We managed to get Sandyôs house finished before being 

chased out by storms.  The following Monday, Theo, Gavin, Colin, Dan, 

Amy and I went back to finish Vadenaôs house.  All three women were very 

pleased with the work that we did around their homes.  I had the opportunity 

to pray with 2 of the 3 women.  We all shared the love of Jesus by pulling 

those weeds.   

Also, this past month, on August 15th, the youth and parents participated in a fun evening at the home 
of Eric Yoder. We picnicked, played and had a very enjoyable evening together. 



 



 



 

SEPTEMBER 2025 BIBLE READING PLAN 

        

1 Hebrews 1:1-9 14 Hebrews 8:7-13 

2 Hebrews 1:10-14 15 Hebrews 9:1-10 

3 Hebrews 2:1-9 16 Hebrews 9:11-28 

4 Hebrews 2:10-18 17 Hebrews 10:1-18 

5 Hebrews 3 18 Hebrews 10:19-39 

6 Hebrews 4:1-11 19 Hebrews 11:1-16 

7 Hebrews 4:12-16 20 Hebrews 11:17-31 

8 Hebrews 5 21 Hebrews 11:32-40 

9 Hebrews 6:1-12 22 Hebrews 12:1-13 

10 Hebrews 6:13-20 23 Hebrews 12:14-29 

11 Hebrews 7:1-10 24 Hebrews 13:1-8 

12 Hebrews 7:11-28 25 Hebrews 13:9-25 

13 Hebrews 8:1-6   




