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AIR HILL STATEMENT OF
PURPOSE
“To Follow Jesus Christ through the
Wind of the Holy Spirit”

Almost 31 years ago, Nancy and I made a covenant of marriage to each other. Bishop John
Hawbaker married us at what was Grantham BIC Church on the campus of Messiah College. The date
was March 12, 1994.

We used some traditional vows for our ceremony. In one set of vows, I repeated the words given
to me by Bishop John to Nancy:

“I, John, take you Nancy, to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for bet-
ter for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part,
according to God’s holy ordinance, and thereto I pledge you my faith.”

Nancy, then made the same vow to me.

At the end of the service, the bishop used these words, or something very similar, “Forasmuch as
John and Nancy have consented together in holy marriage and have declared the same before God and in
the presence of this company, I pronounce them husband and wife, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. What God has joined together, let no one put asunder.”

God has helped us through the ups and downs of life. We weathered both storms and days of sun-
shine in our congregations. We danced with joy with the gifts of our sons. We have walked through the
long arduous deaths of our parents. We cried and laughed together. We have ministered together in many
different forms. We have juggled life with 2-3 jobs at the same time. We “Dutch Blitzed” together.

God has kept us together through so much, and I believe our love is increasing. Each time we re-
newed our marriage covenant (every decade), it has taken on so much more meaning. However, last year,
I came home and said we need to work on our marriage. I stunned her, but she understood after I
explained why. Watching the videos from Dr. Marks increased our conversation about our marriage, and
it most definitely taught Nancy and I of the “power of us.”

I used to say about people’s relationship with Jesus; “If it is not growing, it is dying.” I could
probably say the same thing about marriage relationships, “If it is not growing, it is dying.” Never stop
working at building up your marriage!

We have another opportunity to build our marriages this spring. Yes, this month, you may
celebrate the romantic part of marriage on Valentine’s Day. But I want to invite you to build your
marriage, through our marriage seminar “Building a More Beautiful Marriage” on March 7-8. Look at the
flyer for the details of who, what, when, and so forth.
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We as a congregation want to build up the essential foundation of society, marriage; we want to do so
in and through Jesus Christ. The seminar will be different than the one last year with two different
personalities teaching us. If you are in your 90’s or if you are in 20’s, or in between, I believe this seminar

can build your marriage.

Never stop “Building a More Beautiful Marriage.” What God has joined together, let no one put

asunder.
Enjoy Jesus!

John M.

February Praver

Dear Father always near us,

may your name be treasured and loved,
may your rule be completed in us

may your will be done here on earth

in just the way it is done in heaven.

Give us today the things we need today,
and forgive us our sins and impositions on
you

as we are forgiving all who in any way
offend us.

Please don’t put us through trials,

but deliver us from everything bad.
Because you are the one in charge,

and you have all the power,

and the glory too is all yours — forever —

which is just the way we want it!
-Dallas Willard’s version of the Lord’s Prayer-

“Therefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and hold fast to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh.”

~ Ephesians 5:31
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Community of the Month:
Scotland

Walk, ride, or drive through
Scotland. Ask God to
give you the opportunity to
talk and pray with people.

February Spiritual Exercise : adapted

from Ted Harro of Renovare

For every worship service in February, follow this
pattern:

When you wake up, receive God’s presence and
pray “Take all of me.”

When you drive to worship, picture the
sanctuary and ask God, “Surround and fill this
space.”

As you connect with others, ask God to radiate
himself, and pray 1) for one person you know
very well, “Your will be done, Lord”; 2) pray
for one you don’t know as well, “Your will be
done, Lord”; and 3) Pray for one person
serving, “Your will be done.”

At the end of the service, if anyone asks you,
“How was church?” simply respond
“Wonderful.”




January Church Board News

In the January church board meeting, the board:

Reviewed a handout "Effective Participation on the Church Board."

Reviewed the 2024 Church Board Motions.

Approved the membership of Daryl Stoltzfus.

Created a subcommittee of John, Rachel, and Ron to work on an employee policy manual.
Discussed the funding of the NM missions trip.
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VBS will be June 22 -June 27, 2025. The theme 1s Wonder Junction.
It looks like we’re headed out to the Wild West!
Come along and join the learning and fun!

Marvel at Jesus, Live for His Glory
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We will be collecting s
shoes in a basket in ‘ The Tide fil=]
the church narthex @
from January through

March.

R)Your Soles ~ Their Souls 5
Shoe Drive Fundraiser thetide.org/shoes

Please bring your new g
or gently worn shoes
that you no longer
need to help The Tide
fund literacy
programs in India
that help spread the

Gospel. All new and gently worn
- - = shoes are appreciated to
U ) storage Solutions help reach the 10,000
¢, 717-377-3994 pair goal for 2025!

Help support

. Literacy Classes in India
- Microbusiness in Developing Countries

@ getcubesstorage.com

You can also get involved

TR by sharing the

information with others
and collecting from
family and friends.

 Insulated & Secure




MCC Meat Canning

! Be one of the 30,000 people who FILL, WEIGH, |
“WASH, LABEL cans of meat that go around the

world to help others receive proper nutrition.

How much meat, you ask? 658,790 pounds!! - -

Meat canning trucks travel around the country &= _7

- ~and stay a week in various locations. The truck

will be at the Cumberland Valley Relief Center the week of March 3-7, 2025.

The Brethren in Christ work day is Tuesday, March 4. For more information and

to sign up, you may contact Ronald Gayman at RonaldBarb@comecast.net.

Im,portant Hates

February 5: Kingdom Kids Pinewood Derby

February 21: Youth Lock-In

March 7-8: Marriage Seminar

March 12: All-Church Roller Skating

YOUTH
LOCK IN
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Missionary Trip to New Mexico: Assisting Jason
and Rebekah Oberholser

This coming July, our team is going on a missionary trip to New
Mexico, where we will be assisting Jason and Rebekah Oberholser
with their Vacation Bible School. This trip promises to be a great
opportunity to serve the church, build relationships, and share the
love of Jesus with children and families in their community.

A Heart for Service

Jason and Rebekah have been faithfully serving the people of New Mexico for many years. They are serving
at Freedom of Nations Church in Kirtland, New Mexico. The Oberholser’s have made a deep impact in their
community over the years, and this summer, we are excited to join them in their mission.

Our Team: Ready to Serve

Our group consists of Travis Kisamore, Esperanza Kisamore, Leslie Armer, Emily Armer, Travis Armer, Lisa
Ocker, Holly Hockenberry, and Sam Hockenberry. We are excited to donate our time and talents to this
mission and help in any way we can.

While we are in New Mexico, we will be assisting Jason and Rebekah with their first ever VBS! From
preparing decorations, leading games, crafts, and Bible studies, our team is ready to help with whatever Jason
and Rebekah need us to do. We want to share the love of Jesus, and we’re excited to see God’s love at work.

Why This Mission Matters

Kirtland, New Mexico is home to many families that face difficult challenges. Our hope is that Jason and

Rebekah’s first VBS will be a space where children can experience Jesus and learn that he loves them and
cares for them beyond measure. We hope that we can make a lasting impression on these children that will
continue to grow well after we leave.

For our team, this trip is an opportunity for spiritual growth. As we serve alongside Jason and Rebekah, we
must be willing to step outside of our comfort zones so that we can make a difference in the lives of these
children and their families.

As we prepare for this mission, please join us in praying for Jason and Rebekah, that their mission continues
to thrive and touch the hearts of everyone who hears it. Also, we ask for your prayers and support. We thank
those of you who have already given a donation, and we ask those who haven’t to pray and search your hearts.
If you feel God is leading you to give, you may give online, mail a check, or put it in an envelope and write
“New Mexico” on the “Special for” line. Please pray that our team will be effective servants, willing to look,
love, listen, learn, and lead.




The Oberholsers

Hello Prayer Warriors,

As we move into 2025, we continue to have an eye on discipleship and leadership development. We have a
lot of ideas and activities we would love to see happen in ministry. Please join us in praying for God to
direct and lead our steps. Pray also that we as a family would grow in our oneness with Jesus so that we
can clearly hear God's voice when he speaks to us.

During the Christmas Holiday season, Jason and several boys made and decorated 30 wooden boxes. The
boxes were filled with candy and handed out to the employees at the apartment complex where Freedom of
Nations church ministers. We're praying that these gifts demonstrate to the staff how much we
appreciate them. We're also praying that the staff (some who are also residents) would take a greater
interest in what we're doing and see our gatherings as a safe place to connect with.

We praise God for how people continue to attend and interact with each other at Freedom of Nations' two
main weekly groups. One group meets at the Neighborhood House on Sunday mornings and another group
meets at the Cedar Ridge Apt complex on Wednesday evenings. We also host informal fellowship times at
these two locations throughout the week as a way to connect with more people. We're praying that each
regular attendee would grow in their walk with Jesus in the coming year. We pray for new people to
become curious about our groups and begin to attend one of our events. We're also praying for more
leaders to rise up who are capable of planting new groups.

We invite you to pray with us for our children as they discern God's will for their lives. Christy will be
graduating from high school this year; she is planning to enroll in a gap-year program while living at home
and continuing her part time job. Abby is on course to graduate in 2026, she's beginning to think about what
steps she should be taking as a highschooler that would prepare her for the career path God is calling her to-
wards. Jessie, a freshman in high school, is also dreaming about her future and how she can glorify the Lord.
Caleb, Josh, and Amos are currently in 7th, 4th, & 2nd grades respectfully. The boys have taken an interest
in woodworking as a fun activity to do in their free time. We're praying that God would lead them even now
towards the paths He desires for them!

Please pray for Jason as he prepares to preach at a memorial service on Jan 18th for his Uncle Christian
"Chris" Oberholser who passed away in Dec. Chris spent 40+ years teaching at various schools throughout
New Mexico; his first assignment was at the Navajo BIC Mission in
the late 60's. In many ways, Uncle Chris's dedication to the people
of New Mexico influenced Jason's decision to serve in NM as

well. Our family, along with a few relatives from other states will
be gathering in Albuquerque to celebrate Chris's life the weekend
of Jan 17-19. Pray for safety in traveling and for good family
connections, especially among those family members who have
seen each other in years.

Blessings to all,

The Oberholser Family




Sun

Fobrwary 2025

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

7:00 am
Discipleship Group
8:30 am Prayer ) .
Time 7:00 pm 7:00 pm ?{?:10 p11121_ Kngd%m 5:30 pm Pickleball 7:00 am
9:00 am Sunday All Committee Praise & Prayer ! S_Rlarii erby Discipleship Group
School Meeting in Gym 6:30 pm
10:00 am Worship 6:30 pm Discipleship Group 5:00 pm
Service in Gym Youth Group Progr.esswe Travel-
6:30 pm Youth ing Meal
Discipleship Group
8:30 am Prayer
Time 8:30 am Ladies 7:00 pm 6:30 pm Kingdom | 5:30 pm Pickleball | 3:00 pm Children’s 7:00 am
9:00 am Sunday Sewing Praise & Prayer Kids Event Discipleship Group
School 6:20 . .6:30 pm
10:00 am Worship | 6:30 pm Basketball ygopm | Discipleship Group

Service in Gym
6:30 pm Youth
Discipleship Group

7:00 pm Church
Board

16

8:30 am Prayer
Time
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:00 am Worship
Service
6:30 pm Youth
Discipleship Group

17

6:30 pm Basketball

18

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

19

6:30 pm Kingdom
Kids

6:30 pm
Youth Group

20

5:30 pm Pickleball

6:30 pm
Discipleship Group

21

6:30 pm Youth
Lock-In

22

7:00 am
Discipleship Group

23

8:30 am Prayer
Time
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:00 am Worship
Service
6:30 pm Youth
Discipleship Group

24

12:30 pm Widow’s
& Caregiver’s
Luncheon

6:30 pm Basketball

25

7:00 pm
Praise & Prayer

26

6:30 pm Kingdom
Kids

6:30 pm
Youth Group

27

5:30 pm Pickleball

6:30 pm Property
Mgmt. Meeting

6:30 pm
Discipleship Group

28

7:00 pm Women'’s
Worship




