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 This story begins thirty-one years ago.  As my pastoral ministry began, I bought 

four suits in a short period of time.  Those four suits plus my wedding suit represented 

what I wore Sunday morning to church.  At that time, many wore suits, especially pastors 

to church.  Even when I moved to Baltimore, I wore suits for a period. 

 Well, this year I threw out the pants of my wedding suit, because something had 

created two holes in the pants.  They had still fit, believe it or not, though slightly snug.  

Then Nancy told me to ñmove onò two other suits, both plaids.  That left me with two 

suits which were 31 years old.  I use them either for funerals or weddings. 

 Well, I have begun looking for another suit, something a little newer than three  

decades.  I went to Franklin Clothing Outlet right here in our own backyard.  They have 

custom made suits dirt cheap; they had been rejected for whom they were custom made.  

In my first search, I could not find the right fit. 

 Nancy and I then headed off to Menôs Wearhouse in Hagerstown.  This visit wore 

me out.  Before I go on, we had an outstanding salesperson who went and explored the 

possibilities.  The problem Menôs Wearhouse has is that there are four types of ñfits:ò   

skinny fit, slim fit, modern fit, and classic fit.  Who needs all those options?  Anyway, I 

like   classic fit, because they are comfortable and flexible.  Plus, one might not even no-

tice keys or a phone in the pockets. 

 Menôs Wearhouse at that location had a problem; they didnôt have very many    

classic fit suits.  I tried on other ñfitò jackets due to their lack of inventory.  I tried on  

modern fit pants, but they were tight.  I canôt imagine wearing skinny fit or slim fit pants.  

Obviously, by this Menôs Wearhouse and by my recent search for khakis at Kohlôs, tight 

fitting clothing is ñin.ò 

 The question must be, ñWhy is tight fitting clothing óinô?ò  One answer: our culture 

is engrossed with sex.  Thus, clothing is often based on promoting sexual provocativeness.  

This includes clothing that reveals the unpresentables without totally revealing the         

unpresentables (NIV terminology).  The world or culture uses clothing to excite or evoke 

thoughts of sexuality in other people if not even within oneself.  The culture attempts to 

seduce through clothing.    

Cont. on next page. 
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ñTo Follow Jesus Christ through the  
Wind of the Holy Spiritò 

 



 
Community of the Month: 
Upper Strasburg 

 
Walk, ride, or drive through  

Upper Strasburg.  Ask God to give you the 
opportunity to talk and pray with people. 

 
Missionary of the Month 

 
Karina Thrush 

July Prayer    
 

Have mercy on me, O 

God, according to your 

unfailing love;           

according to your great     

compassion blot out 

my transgressions. 

Cont. from page 1 

July Spiritual Exercise 

Ponder what is the difference between 

being seductive and being beautiful?  

Can you understand the difference?  

Which represents following Jesus 

Christ through the wind of the Holy 

Spirit? 

 Look through your wardrobe.  

Does your clothing try to seduce or try 

to make beautiful?  Is it possible that 

you are so engrossed with the world 

that you see no difference?   

 

 God has created beauty all around us: trees, fields, rivers, oceans, mountains, starsé 

God also made people beautiful.  However, there is a difference between beauty and       

seductiveness.  Are we as followers of Jesus able to understand the difference?  Are we 

finding our identity from the world (making ourselves seductive) or from the magnificence 

of being loved by God (allowing his beauty to shine through us)?  People are most      

beautiful when they are one with Christ.  You cannot hide the beauty of Christ within a 

person; it seeps out within a personôs character.  This will also reveal itself in oneôs    

clothing choices. 

 I want you to explore this question with the Holy Spirit: Does my wardrobe reflect 

the seductiveness of this world or the beauty of God?  Of course, you cannot answer that 

question without answering this question: Who am I trying to please, the world or God? 

 P.S. Menôs Wearhouse in Camp Hill says they have different colors and styles of 

classic fit suits.   I wonder why the difference between Hagerstown and Camp Hill. 

 
Enjoy Jesus! 

 
John M. 



 

JULY 2025 BIBLE READING PLAN 

        

1 Colossians 1:1-14 14 1 Thess. 3:7-13 

2 Colossians 1:15-29 15 1 Thess. 4:1-10 

3 Colossians 2:1-7 16 1 Thess. 4:11-18 

4 Colossians 2:8-15 17 1 Thess. 5:1-11 

5 Colossians 2:16-23 18 1 Thess. 5:12-28 

6 Colossians 3:1-14 19 2 Thess. 1:1-7 

7 Colossians 3:15-25 20 2 Thess. 1:8-12 

8 Colossians 4:1-9 21 2 Thess. 2:1-12 

9 Colossians 4:10-18 22 2 Thess. 2:13-17 

10 1 Thess. 1 23 2 Thess. 3:1-5 

11 1 Thess. 2:1-9 24 2 Thess. 3:6-13 

12 1 Thess. 2:10-20 25 2 Thess. 3:14-18 

13 1 Thess. 3:1-6   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to summer!!   

Summer arrived with hot and humid weather.  Welcome to the oven.  The youth group hit the 

summer running.  We started June off with a work night around the church spreading mulch 

and trimming bushes as well as getting the water slide up to working order, which I was told 

involved snake removal.   

As a part of the work night a small group of students, Danae Wenger, and I went to the   

Greenvillage area and invited students to come to the Air Hill VBS.  It was enjoyable to watch 

our students get out of their comfort zone and invite others to attend VBS.   

We also had a small group help volunteer for  two days at Little  Daisyôs 

Closet in Chambersburg,  a ministry to show the love of Jesus by giving 

of clothing and food. Little Daisyôs serves approximately 300-400 people 

a week. Folks may come twice a month and  receive clothing, food, and 

household items. Our group got to interact with a side of Chambersburg 

that we may not otherwise get the opportunity to serve.  Many of the folks did not speak much, 

if any, English.  Most were Spanish speakers or Haitian Creole speakers.   

I also took a day and 9 guys to Hopewell Township Park for a morning of Disc 

Golf.  We had  a competitive fun time together.  I think the guys could have kept 

playing all day.  Iôm hoping to get out another time or two before school starts up.  

If any of you (congregation) are interested in joining let me know and Iôll extend 

the invitation.   

Please pray for our youth group as many of us will be leaving Sunday, June 28th  for a      

weeklong missionôs trip to Big Creek Kentucky.  Weôll be serving the community through 

kidsô day camp and construction.  Please pray for safety in all that we do this week. 

In His Grip,  

Travis Kisamore 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Hello Prayer Warriors, 

The small groups of Freedom of Nations Church have been studying through the four Gospels 

in the Bible.  It's fitting that this spring we've discussed several passages where Jesus tells    

stories about soil, roots, fruit, and etc.  Our garden boxes at the apt complex are now filled with 

onion, cucumber, squash, tomato, and pepper plants.  We are particularly thankful for Kay, a 

resident and regular attender at our gatherings, who has committed herself to keeping the    

vegetables watered.  Pray with us that as the plants produce physical fruit for us to enjoy 

that God would produce a bountiful spiritual harvest through the spiritual seeds we are 

planting at the apartment complex. 

In keeping with the theme of seeds, we are praising God for our Bible study group that        

regularly meets at a local coffee shop.  Several years ago, one of the residents of the apt     

complex, Steve, who loves coffee invited Jason to join him at the coffee shop for a visit.  That 

little invitation has grown into a weekly gathering where some weeks as many as 4 other    

people are joining Jason & Steve for coffee and Bible Study.  We can't help but think of the 

parable of the sower from Matthew 13 when we meet.  As we read scripture & pray in a public 

setting, we trust that seeds are being scattered to the employees and other customers in the 

room.  While some of those seeds will fall on hard ground, we pray for the few that fall on 

fertile soil; that they would produce a harvest 100 fold!!  We also pray for those who   

regularly join this Bible study; that they would grow in their walk with Jesus and         

discover ways to share His good news with others! 

June 12 - 18, our entire family will be flying to Bogota Colombia to attend the Brethren In 

Christ World Missions regional retreat with other workers who serve in the Four Corners and 

Latin America.  Pray for safety and a fruitful time interacting with our coworkers. 

Recently a local police officer was fatally shot while conducting a traffic stop.  The               

assailant was subsequently fatally shot by a 2nd police officer.  This incident reminds us of the 

crime and violence that exists in the Four Corners Region.  Please join us in praying that 

God's Holy Spirit would be near to the broken hearted.  Pray that Jesus would heal the 

hearts of those who've been left confused and maybe even angry by this event.  Pray that 

hearts would be drawn to Jesus and they would see that He is the way, the truth, and the 

life! 

Blessings to all! 

The Oberholser Family 



 

 

 

 

 

 


